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Sa." fia & 1f A-tf1,~rt IN: SOME KIND OF HOUDAY GREETfNG 
-------._-----------

Visit thecurrent-online .com for exc usive online content. 
Th i week: 
• 

• 

More comics, inc luding the latest installment of "Tomer v ision" 

A Preview of t he Touh ill Hol iday Season 

bilee s back by Alb rt all 
Ihe Current has been a part of the University of Missouri-St. Louis since 1966. In honor of the campus' 50th anniversary, 

we have spent the L;st year reprinting articles fronl years past. \Xrith the end of the UiYfSLs Jubilee celebration, The Current 

would like to present a final retrospect of the events that have resulted in the forn1.er Bellerive Country Club being purchased 

by the Normandy School District and eventually becoming an individual Gln1pUS of the University of Missouri system. 

We would like to thank Linda Belford, Senior Manuscript Specialist, University Archives, for digitizing the archives that 

the Jubilee Flashback has utilized. \'Ve would also like to thank the universit) community for commemorating this special 

anniversan- with The Current. 

On November 23, 1960, the first edition of 
the Tiger Cub was published as the student 
newspaper of the University of Nfissouri
Normandy Residence Center. The first 
newspaper staff had to share an office and 
equipment with the Normandy High School 
Courier due to the great expense they would 
have incurred by purchasing a separate press 
(not to mention printing costs). With a 
ceremony on September 15, 1960, the new 
Normandy Residence Center was opened 
and classes began the following day at 8:30 

a.m. A total of 205 students enrolled in the 
Normandy Residence Center, of which 91 
were from the Normandy School District. 

READ THE COMPLETE ARTICLE AT 
THECURRENT-ONLlNE.COM 

JASON FLOWER 
Accounting, Freshman 

JING LIANG 
Communication, 

MARY REISS 
Communication, 

MON55HI 
.~, 37LOW 

"I read the chapters and 
I try to go to study groups 
with other students. 

TUE 59H' WED 49H' 
~ ··46LOW ~ 29LOW 

Graduate 

"/ just have one final 
exam, and the other one 
is the paper, so / don't 
have too much left in the 
final week. {[ 

THU 35H' 
*" ;, 21 LOW 

FRI 27H' 
~-:r_ 

~~ 13~ow ."" 

Graduate 

"I don't have any finals. I'm 

preparing for my paper. " 

SUN 26H' 
,·," 18Low 
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Groundbreaking ceremony held for e rec center 
SIMONNE KIMBLE 

STAFF WRITER 

The groundbreaking ceremony 

for the new campus Recreation 

and '~ellness Cenrer took place 

on November 21, 2013, at 12:30 

p.m. The ceremony was moved 
indoors into the Nosh, located in 

the Millennium Studenr Ccnrer, 

due to inclement weather. 

A project that began in the 
spring of 2012 by twO self

motivated. studenr government 
leaders, Jericah Selby, BS 

criminology and criminal justice 

2012, and Steven Brockman, BS 

business administration 2013, 

has turned into a huge success. 

The twO launched a three-day 

student referendum that initiated 

the approval of construction and 

funding for the $36 million center. 

"[This was] a phenomenal 

opportunity to be a part of," Selby 

said. She states that the new center 

will be an additional well ness 

facility for the students and will 

increase student involvement. 

At the end of the ceremony, 

the 14 dignitaries, including Tim 

\'<folfe, President, University of 

Missouri System; Wayne Goode, 

Presidem, UM ysrem Bo. rd of 
Curator ; Lo ui U M m ascot, 

and others, posed proudly for 

photos, each with shovels and 

bright red helmets. 

In order ta fund the center, 

students will pay an additional 
$19.25 ;-c:r credit hour at a 

maxi ·num of 12 credits per 

semester. In the future, fundraising 

may become an option , due to the 
increase of cost per credit houL 

FundrJ.isers could lower the fee 

or even add more' projects for the 

center. 

"[The center will] relieve 

pressure of the Mark Twain 

building," University of Missouri

Sr. Louis ChanceUor Torn George 

said. 

The 9 ,000 square-foot facility 

will be built OntO the space of 
parking lots C and D , located 

south of the Millennium Student 

Center, which will cause the loss 

of a number of student parking 

spaces. However, George states that 

there will be enough spots, though 

students may have to walk farther 

than usual. There has not been a set 

date announced for the clo~ing of 

(he affected parking lots. 

Cannon Design, a firm 
that sp iaJ izes i[) haIth-car 

Curtis Coonrod, Gustavo Perez, Bennett Felton, Louie, Daniel Armistead, Jericah Selby, and Chancellor Tom George 
posed for photos during the ceremony. 

corporate-commercial facilities, 

and education, has been chosen as 

the arch i tect for the center. 

The building will include a 

three-co un gymnasium, fitness 

and recreation pool. three-lane 

running track, a wcUness center, 

four group fitness rooms, strength 
and cardio training rooms, and 

other amenities. 

Miriam Roccia, assistant dean 

of students, is excited about the 

opening of the center. 

"It excites me [that this center] 

will be the hub of campus life," 

Roccia said. Roccia believes that it 

w ill jncrease aITlpU5 e n ga em e.n t, 

along with being a much-needed 

investment for students . 

Starting on December 3, in the 

North Campus parking garages, an 

informational event will be held in 
order to educate the campus about 

the closing of parking lots C and 
D due to the construction that 

will take place. From 9 a.m. to 11 

a.m., MSC North, MSC South, 

and West Drive parking garages 

will have people handing out 

refreshments and great giveaways 

as well. 

With the start of construction 

wilt come a new program for 

students around campus called, 

"Hash-Tag Serious Rockstar." 

On social networks including 

Instagram and Facebook, students 

will have the opportunity to send 

hash tags and the winners ~·-ill 

receive a "rockstar parking" spot 

for a week. This program will last 

for the two years of construction. 

On December 3, from 11 a.m. 

ta 2 p.m. in the Nosh, there will 

be additional giveaways that will 
provide information on "Hash-Tag 

Serious Rockstar." 

For more information on the 

new Recreation and Well ness 

Center visit w¥ .. w.checktherec. 

umsl.edu . 

st. Louis ederal Reserve Bank hosts stu e t de t forum 

On ovember 18, 20 13, the 

St. Louis Federal Reserve Bank's 

Center for Household Financial 

Stability hosted "Generation Debt: 

The Promise, Perils and Future of 

Student Loans," an event exploring 

the causes and implications of 

student debt. 

Represen tatives of private 

industry, bank officials, economists, 

and academics attended the event. 

There they grappled with some 

A panel entitled " hat We 

Kn w About Student Loans in the 

Eighth District and Nationwide," 

explored the scope of the student 

debt issue. It consisted of senior 

economists at the Fed and Caroline 

Ratcliffe, a fellow of the Urban 

Institute. 

COSt is a key barrier to access. 

The cost of attending a four-year 

public university has nearly tripled 

since 1983. From 2000 to 2011, the 

of the issues surrounding the number of Stafford loan borrowers 

growing student loan debt and .. almost doubled and the average 

its implications for the American 

economy. 

According to Charles Gascony 

and Bryan North, economists at 

the Federal Reserve, student loan 

debt now exceeds both credit card 

debt (670 billion) and auto debt 

(810 billion). Federal student loan 

debt amounts to about $3,185 

dollars per capita. 

"More students are entering 

college, and more of them are 

having to take out debts. For 

many, withom student loans, or 

even credit cards, there would be 

no college education," said Rohit 

Chopra, the keynote speaker for 

the event and srudem Ombudsman 

in the newly minted Consumer 

Financial Protection Bureau. 

amount borrowed has increased 

by 55%. Average student loa!). 

debt now stands at over $26,500, 

though many srudents with less in 

loans were straddled with far more. 

The total outstanding srudent loan 

debt exceeds 1 trillion dollars. At 

the same time, financial regulations 

have eased and the amoun t of 

credit card debt and private loans 

have also increased. 

Economists attending the 

conference agreed that this debt 

will have spillover effects that 

may harm the national economy. 

William Emmons, a Senior 

Economic Advisor at che Center 

for Household Financial Stabili ty, 

argued that if students are too 

burdened with debt, they will have 

PAUL PEANICK 
STAFF WRITER 

a hard time taking out mortgages 

or starting families. Their level of 

consumption \Nil! be 10\ver as well 

and will likely remain that way for 

many years to come. The net effect 

of this will drag down the United 

States economy. 

The increasing student loan 

disbursements over the last several 

years, however, do not correlate 

with increased graduation rates. 

It does, however, correlate with 

increasing levels of default. Those 

most at risk are students whom do 

not successfully complete college 

or have dropped out with the 

imention of returning. 

Minorities and low-income 

families are most at risk of 

defaulting on their loans. These 

demographics are much more lil{ely 

to be dependent on student loan 

debt to finance college than white 

families, which have on average 

six times the wealth of minority 

families. Large loans may have a 

more negative impact on college 

graduation rates amongst racial 

minorities. 'The panelists stated 

that debts above $10,000 dollars 

among che bottom 75% of income 

distribution decrease completion 

rates. 

One solution to the growing 

debt may be Children's Savings 

Accounts (CS"A). William Elliot 

III, an associate professor at the 

School of Social Welfare at the 

University of Kansas, is a leading 

advocate of these CSAs. Sitting in a 

special roundtable discussion at the 

conference, entitled "The Future 

of Student Loans and Financing 

Higher Education," he laid out his 

ideas for solving the dilemma. 

A leading researcher in the 

field of children's savings and 

college matriculation, Elliot's 

research shows strong correlations 

between children's savings and 

college success. While debt breeds 

dependence, CSA programs such 

as American Dream Accounts Act 

recently introduced in colleges, 

may help one day free Americans 

of so much student debt. 

CSA programs typically are 

automatically opened \it birth. 

The government makes an initial 

deposit, and then matching 

contributions are provided to the 

savings of parents. By matching 

funds, government can provide 

incentives for . families to save. 

These savings are empowering in 

a way that student loan debt will 

never be. Combined with grants 

and scholarships, they can be a 

real solution for many to attend 

and complete colJege . I\ifore 

information about these programs 

can be found at save2Iimitd.ebt. 

com. 

Income-based repayment 

programs are another solution. 

These programs are designed to 

limit student debt payments to 

make them more manageable. The 

amount of payment may increase 

or decrease based on changes jn 

family size and income on a yearly 

basis. In 2010, President Obarna 

signed into law an income-based 

repayment plan that lowered ·the 

cap on payments to 10% of annual 

income. 

Officials like Vicki Jacobson, 

Director of the Center for Financial 

Counseling at the University 

of Missouri-St. Louis and 

Marilyn Landrum of the Missouri 

Department of Education, a default 

prevention specialist, argued that 

students need to be informed at the 

front end of college as to what their 

return on investment will be for a 

particular major. 

Read the complete article 
at thecurrent-online.com! 
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From the official Jubilee Kick-Off Party on February 1 to the last Jubilee concert, scheduled for December 8, the University 
of Missouri-St. Louis has been celebrating its 50th anniversary in s yle in 2013. Here is a recap of some of the yea's 
biggest Jubilee events. 

The University of Missouri-St. Louis began its year-long 50th anniversary celebration 
with the Jubilee Kick-Off gala, held on February 1 at the Blanche M. Touhill Performing Arts 
Center. Frank Cusumano, UMSL alumnus and sports anchor at KSDK, served as master of 
ceremonies, as attendees were treated to a look back through UMS~s history w ith a program 
that honored key figures in the founding of the university. Chancellor Tom George, Timothy 
Wolfe, president of the University of Missouri System, George Paz, chairman and CEO of 
Express Scripts, and Wayne Goode, cnai r of the University of Missouri Board of Curators, were 
among the many notable speakers. 

Following the program was a reception that featured the music of the Fabulous Motown 
Revue and a fireworks display. The upper tower of the Touhill was lit up for "UMSL Light 
Up The Night," an addition to the night's festivities sponsored by the UMSL Department of 
Theatre, Dance, and Media Studies. 

"UMSL at 50: T e African American Contributions" was held on November 7 in the E. 
Desmond and Mary Ann Lee Theatre of t he Blanche ~ . Touhill Performing Arts Center. 
Sponsored by the Office of Equal Opportunity and DiversitYI the African American Alumni 
Chapter, the Associated Black Collegians, and the Black Facu lty and Staff Associatio I 

IJLJ MSL at 50" honored African American faculty, staff, students, alumni, and community 
leaders who have contributed to UMSL.:s rich history. 

The program included an awards ceremony, performances by the ABC Steppers 
and Brian Owens and Trio, and a short presentation titled 'The Spirit t o Rebuild:' which 
portrayed the African American struggle at UMSL in its early years. 

The Jubilee Quilt, a community quilt handmade by UMSL alum Rachel Houston, 
was unveiled on September 12 in the Nosh. The quilt commemorates the 50 years 
of service and community and academic presence that UMSL has held in the region 

since its founding in 1963. The quilt was created with the idea of gathering personal 
memorabilia from the last 50 years. Everyone from students, faculty, alumni, and staff 
were invited to participate in the process by donating memorabilia to be used in 
making the face of the quilt. 

Students and alumni celebrated the Jubilee in style at the 22nd annual Founders 
Dinner. The celebration was held on September 19 at the Ritz Carlton in St. Louis. 
Thousands of well-dressed guests attended the sold-out event, vvhich celebrated 
UMSL's 50th anniversary birthday party. The conference hall was decorated from floor 
to ceiling with gold and red balloons. At the center of the main foyer stood a massive 
birthday present tower, surrounded by red tote bags bearing the UMSL insignia. 

A formal four-course dinner was accompanied by a program that recognized the 
outstanding leadership and notable charitable acts of UMSL students, alumni, faculty 
and donors. The event concluded with the Distinguished Alumni Award, awarded to 
six notable alumni on behalf of the UMSL Alumni Association. 

A highlight of the night, Chancellor Tom George was also recognized for his ten 
years of service as chancellor. 

Blanc e Touhill, P D, former chancellor of University of Missou ri -St. Lou is, publ ished 
a photograph ic history as a part of _he UMSL Jubilee celebrat ion . The book, n!ed 
"A Photograph ic History or .he University of Mi ssouri-St. Louis: The First Fifty Yea rs," 
shows the history of UMSL using photos taken t hrough the years, Touhi !! participated 
in a book sign ing at the Mercantile Library on the UMSL campus September 25. The 
book took nearly two years to com plete, and incorporates black and wh ite campus 
footage alongside written accounts of each chancellorship. 



DECEMBER 2, 2013 1thr (turrent 5 

ConcertS celebrating the 50th anniversary abounded in 2013 but a highlight 
was the world premiere of a new symphony commissioned for the occasion. 
"Jubilee Symphony," composed by Barbara Harbach, professor of music, music 
history, music composition and harpsichord, and performed by the University 
Symphony Orchestra, debuted on October 9 at the Touhill Performing Arts Cen
ter. Its three movements celebrated aspects of UMSL and its history. The first 
movement, "Bellerive;' honored the university's past and the campus' begin
nings as the former Bellerive Country Club. The second movement, "Mirthday 
Fiesta:' celebrated its present and international diversity with a homage to the 
annual spring carnival. The third movement "Tritons Rising," looked to its future 
through its mascot, the Triton . 

.. . .. . .. .. ~ ...................... .. ................ .' .......................................................... . ................ " ............. ~ .................... .. ....................... -.. .............. . 

The "UMSL in Glassfl sculpture, located on the Millennium Student Center lawn, 
was unveiled on February 6. Preceding the unveiling, the Student Government 
Association partnered with Student Life and the Jubilee Committee to host a 
bonfire just outside the MSC, in an effort to help the university and its students 
celebrate the occasion. The Advertising Technique class of Kristy Tucciarone, PhD, 
associate teaching professor, advertising, and advising coordinator at UMSLj first 
came up with the idea of a commemorative statue. After meeting the approval of 
the Jubilee Committee, the glass wall was completed by Glass Blocks of St. Louis. 

One of the most highl), anticipated projects celebrating UMSL's 50th anniversary 
was "First, A Dream: Reflections for a Golden Jubilee 1963 - 201 3." The book was 
edited by Ron Gossen, chief marketing officer and senior associate vice chancellor 
of marketing and communications. The project included contri butions from faculty 
and staff as well as current and former students. Photos found in the publication 
range from classic shots found in the university archives to contemporary shots by 
campus photographer August jennewein. 

The UMSL Gospel Choir's "Spring Jubilee Concert" was held on May 2 in the 
Touhill E. Desmond and Mary Ann Lee Theater. The evening began with a perfor
mance by the Praise and Worship team, who gave the audience a taste of what 
was to come. The UMSL Gospel Choir performed twelve selections that evening, 
including liThe Lord's Prayer;'IIThis is the Day;' and IIHosanna.II The choir was led by 
director Monte Chambers and Tiffany Thompson, secretary of Gospel Choir, gave 
a brief history of the organization. 

One of the most lavish jubilee performances was "Carmina Burana:' performed 
by Nashville Ballet and presented by Dance St. Louis on February 22-24 at the 
Touhill PAC. MADCO, UMSL's dance troupe-in-residence, opened the program. 
"Carmina Burana" featured dancers in inventive and sometimes huge costumes 
performing on stage in front of a chorus of singers from UMSL University Orchestra 
and Singers, the Bach Society of st. Louis and the St. Louis Children's Choirs, who 
sang composer Carl Orff's stirring musical setting for medieval poems exploring 
the cycle of life, fate, loss, hypocrisy and love. Vocal soloists included soprano 
Stella Markou, associate professor of music and director of vocal studies. 

The last Ju bilee event of the year wi!1 be the UMSL Jazz Ensemble's UJazz for 
the Holidays'l concert on Decem ber 8 at 3 p.m. in t he at t he Blanche M. Tou hill 
Performi ng Arts Center's Anheuser-Busch Performance Hall. The conce rt is free 
and open to all. The UMSL Jazz Ensemb le w ill perform under t he direction of Jim 
Widner, as wi ll Vocal Point conducted by j im Henry, and t he Un iversity Orchestra 
conducted by Robert Howard. 

-.' 
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Masket a 1 
al ies, vo leyball 

season en s 
JOHN "SAMMY" LUDEMAN 

SPORTS EDITOR 

The University of Missouri-Sr. 

Louis men's bas ketball team fell 

1:0 the Upper Iowa Peacocks 75-

81 on November 19 in Fayette, 

Iowa. The UMSL Tritons finished 

the first half leading the Peacocks 

45-39, but Upper 1mva would not 

go away. With under nine minutes 

in gameplay and facing a 6 8-5 

deficit, the Peacocks rallied back 

1:0 secure rhe lead with 2: 0 left 

on the clock, narrowly beating the 

Tritons. Darian Canham, senior, 

communications, led the Tritons 

wi th 16 points, 3 assisrs, and 2 

steals. lv'1ichael Weber, senior. 

liberal studies, contributed with 13 

points and one block. 

UMSL women's volleyballlosr to 

the Lewis Flyers 0-3 on November 

22 in Romeo\ ilk. Illinois. Through 

set scores of 25-21 25-18, 25-20, 

the Flyers cruised to victory in the 

GLVe quarterfinaL eliminating 

the Tritons from the tournament. 

Allie Ewing led the Tritons ''lith 10 

kills. Lindsay Meyer, s('phomore, 

business, contributed 16 assists, 

and Emily Brao-aw, junio r, 

le m entary education, led the r"am 

with 13 digs. For the Tritons, the 

eliminarion from the tournament 

ends their season with seniors 

Chelsea Burkle, senior, nursing, 

and Anna McNulty, senior, 

communications, playing their 

final games for UMSL. Burkle 

finishes her career at UMSL with 

975 kills ranking eighth on the all

time list, as well as posting 2,876 

career kill attempts placing her 

fifth all-time. McNulty finishes 

with 2,516 assists in her career 

ranking fifth on all-time leader 

list. McNulty also recorded 117 

services aces during her career, 

placing her eighth all time. 

UMSL women's basketball 

winn ing the gam e 37 -32 and 

! ISL was never able to regain the 

lead. The Tritons struggled heavily 

with turnovers, committing 20. 

Jessica Zavora!, senior, business 

management, led the Tritons with 

15 points. Alyssa Lyke, senior, 

biology and Hazaria Washington, 

senior, communications, each 

contributed 10 points and one 

steal. 

UMSL men's basketball defeated 

the Robert I\'forris Springfield 

Eagles 99-70 on November 23 in 

the Mark Twain Athletic & Fitness 

Center. The Tritons were on fire 

taking a 52-35 lead at the half and 

never looking back, shooting 55.2 

percent from the field. Besides 

the strong shooting, six different 

Triton sco red in double digits 

was a major cataly t in the Tritons' 

victory. Femi John, senior, business 

admini Harian , led all Tr'tons w ith 

2 1 points, aJ ·o reco rding 3 assis ts, 

a block and tWO steals. M i ha [ 

W eber senior, liberal studies, 

contributed 15 poims, 4 assists, 

and t W O steals a nd Jo rdan Shanklin, 

junior, bnsill 55 administration, 

joi ned in with 14 poims, 2 assists, 

and a steal. 

U M5 L women's basketball 

defeated the Grand Valley State 

Lakers 71 -57 on November 23 in 

Nashville, Tennessee. Grand Valley 

State led the game 35-34 at the half 

on the heels of a 16-5 Laker run. 

However, the second half was all 

Tritons. UMSL started the second 

half with a 16-2 run. The Lakers 

responded with a 9-2 run of theif 

own, but could not catch up to 

the Tritons' great play, shooting 

43,6 percent from the field. 

Jessica Zavora!, senior, business 

management, led the Tritons with 

19 points and 3 assists. Washington 

fell to the Trevecca Nazarene Hazaria, senior, communications, 

Trojans 67-71 on November 22 

in Nashville, Tennessee. Trevecca 

Nazarene entered half-time 

and Devonna Smith, senior, social 

work, contributed with 14 and 13 

points, respectively. 

Do you like to write? 
Are you interested in sports? 

Become a staff writer at 
The Current in 2014! 

Contact us at thecurrentjobs@ 
umsl.edu for more information. 

UMS BOO SO 

December 4th - 5th Bam 6pm 

December 6t Sam Spm 

December 9th 12th Bam 6pm 

December 13th Bam 5pm 

December 16th - 17th Bam 6pm 

SELL YOUR· BOOKS FOR A 
CHANCE TO WIN AN iPAD MINI! 

YOU AND A G,UEST 
ARE IN'VITED TO A 
SPECIAL ADVANCE 

SCREENING OF 

For your chance to receive a 
pass for two, email 

ContestStlouis@alliedim.com 
and tell us your favorite 

Ron Burgundy Quote. 

1IChc ~urrent 
*This film has not yet been rated. Passes are ayailable on a first·come. 

first-served basis. No purchase necessary. While supplies lasl 
Dne admit-two pass per person. 



DECEMBER 2, 2013 

POINT 
COUNTERPOINT 

SHOULD RETAILERS EXTEND THEIR 
HOURS DURING THE HOLIDAY SEASON? 

POINT: Extended holiday hours benefit 
businesses, employees, and shoppers 

The holidays are right aro und 

the corner and that means great 

savi ngs h liday- ch me music 

family ga thering and, of course, 

shopping. D ue to the fa -r that 

th holiday season is up n us 

once again , retail ho urs for man)' 

busine es b th large and small 

are b inu exte nded. I have b e 

working in fe rail inc I ·was 16 

and srill on' .ue to do so to this 

ve day so I'm used to wo rkino 

extended hours but [his year 

re ai l business have ran wirh a 

completel different program of 

how th . are doing things . 

In [he retail industry, extended 

hours are beneficial for consumers 

because there are so many lase 

minute shoppers who wait until 

the last minute to buy gifts and 

other things they may need for 

the holidays. Stores opening 

earlier and closing later is helpful 
for customers who may have an 
unpredi t bl _chedul and can't 

get away to shop until late at 

night. Extended retail hours give 

those people the option to come 

in and grab w hatever they need. 

This in rurn pro' es to customers 

that their favorite businesses can 

be counted on to come through, 

which helps the store build up a 

loyal base of satisfied u tamers. 

Extended h liday hour· re also 

great b ause sh ppers can catch 

amazing sales. Companies like 
Target Macy s, Nordstro m and 

B St Buy know that ays ti k lack 
Friday ar huge money-making 

opp n unities b cause cu tom rs 

wi l g [u at rh rack f dawn, 

if not earli r, to catch 0 nce-a

y r amazing deals . By offerin u 

xcreme L is a unts onsum r: 

save money n all f [he item on 

th if shoppi g lists and busine 

turn bigg r profi t. 

Ext nde hours are not only 

b neficial for last minute h pp rs, 

but for workers as well. The more 

hours an employee works, the 

more money they can arn ; some 

jobs even pay their emplouees time 

and a half around the holida.5 . 

Those extra funds can go tow"ard 

helping employee provide for 

ill ir families , during the time o f 
y ar wher .' t fa in me an b a 

bl ing. 

Busine es let :'ou get more for 

yo ur money during this rime of 

y ar by extending their shopping 

hours and offering great deals that 

are too hard to pass up. Luckily 

for shoppers and workers, it is a 

win-win situation. 

COUNTER: Extended hours hurt everyone 
Last year, businesses may 

have opened after "dinner time" 

(around 7 or 8 p.m.); this year, 

many stores had the audacity to 

open on Thanksgiving morning 

and will undoubtedly do the 

same on Christmas day (and the 

days leading up to it). This sets a 

disturbing trend, wherein the spirit 

of the holiday season is lost in the 

mad dash by retailers to make as 

much money as possible, often at 

the expense of its employees. 

The holiday season accounts 

for the few days out of the year 

that most peopJe have to sit 

down for a nice meal and relax 

with their families. For many 

retail employees, that family 

time is getting cut short. Because 

busjnesses are fueled by greed and 

want to bring in as much money 

as possible, they are sacrificing 

their employee's family time. 

While it's understandable that 

making money is important to 

these businesses, the CEOs of 

these companies - the ones who 

are calling the shots on when 

employees have to work - fail to 

take into account the fact that 

their employees have families with 

whom they want to spend time. 

It's safe to say [hat the decision

makers won't be working through 

Christmas dinner, so why should 

their employees? 

Consumers also suffer when 

scores in~ist on staying open 24/7 
and offering their best deals during 

peak family hours. Retailers are 

taking advantage of an economy 

where many people can't afford to 

pass up extreme deals, not if they 

want to get Christmas gifts for 

their children at discounted prices 

that won't empty their wallets. 

Barga-'- shoppers now have to be 

w illing to sacrifice family dinners 

i1 they want a good deal. 

Extended holiday hours are 

a sign " that, as a society, we are 

valuing family less and less and 

instead revolving our lives around 

money and material things. 

Situations like these not only 

show the downside of working in 

retail during the holidays, bur of 

living in a world where hundreds 

of people stand outside in the cold 

for a cheap television without 

once considering the drawbacks 

and long-term consequences of 

the system they are parricipating 

in. 
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Have no fear! The end of the semester is near! 

ERICA ELLEBY 
STAFF WRITER 

It is almost time to wrap up 

yet another semester here at 

the n ive rsity of Missouri- St. 
Louis. Here is some advice from 

one Trito n to ano ther to make 

sure you fio.ish stro ng. 

The first thin you should do 

is ma.ke U l" .' u're sta ing on rop 

of all your assignmencs. Yo u have 
co me tOO far EO slack off now, 

o m ke ill u check and re-

check yo ur yllabus. Email andl 

or mee[ up with your p rofessors 

to m ake ur verrt h ing is in 

ord because au d 11 t .. n t 

any u rprises orne the end of 

the em ( r. 

Fi nal exam are around the 

a m f , so highl . 'uggest 

yo u stan t study early. hy 

cram last minute if ;'ou don't 

have to? If you've been given a 

revi VI' sheet for vour final exam, 

complete a few questions on it 

each day to keep the material 

fre h in your brain . If you have 

questions, don't hesitate to reach 

out to a fe llow classmate or your 

teacher. 

W h en it comes EO preparing 

for final exams, it's also a good 

idea ro form a study group. Not 

only will it help with retaining 

information, it is also a great, 

productive way to spend time 

\vith fri ends. 

I know that many students 

at UMSL work full-time jobs 

while going to school, so what I 

recommend to help avoid being 

bombard d with en~rything at 

once: pace yourself. Work on 

assignments a little each day 

and it way payoff for a u in the 

long run. It 's more beneficial 

to take frequenr breaks than to 

just study \vithout stopping. 

Try not to study for more than 

t\-vo hours at a time without a 

b reak, and yo u will retain more 

information. 

Another thing that helps 

me stay focused for prep~ring 

for exams is making sure that 

I am somewhere where I can 

focus on studying with minimal 

distractions_ The Thomas 

Jefferson library has extra-quiet 

scudy rooms on the fifth floor 

that ~ ' ou andlor you and your 

stud group can rent out for up 

to nvo hours at a time. 

It also helps to make sure 

you have a healthy snack with 

vou w hile studying to nibble 

on during your breaks. This 

will help keep your brain full of 

the nutrients it needs to retain 

information. Eating properly 

does make a difterence when it 

comes to studying. Eating junk 

food can make you sluggish, 

which in turn can lead to you not 

focusing like you should when 

trying to review the material. 

Last but not least, relax! Don't 

let finals stress you au(. You can 

do this. 

I hope these tips help, and I 
\-vish everyone the best for the 

end of the semester. 

Affordable items make the best holiday gifts 

DANYEL POINDEXTER 
STAFF WR ITER 

The shelves at many stores something you might also want 

are making their \vay to being to keep an eye on is the quality of 

bare as Christmas comes upon 

us . Many people are probably 

either rackin:: up their money 

or storing their gifts for their 

loved or 's in layaway. However, 

for those who haven't bought a 

single gift yet, here's something 

that a lot of you might want to 

think about: cheap presents. 

This year, cheap presents are 

probably the best possible way 

to go for holiday shopping. That 

doesn't mean find · something 

for five dollars on the shelves, it 

simply means think thoroughly 

on what you buy and where. 

A good place to go looking for 

cheap prices is Amazon.com. Not 

only do they provide a "prime" 

membership where you can get 

free shipping, but because the 

holidays are upon us, they're 

placing sales on many of their 

items. That's a lot of money 

that can be saved, without all 

the hassle of other shoppers · 

crowding your way. 

Of course, you have other 

places to look at as well, like 

Walmart and Target. These are 

good places that acrually provide 

genuine sales for shoppers during 

the holiday season. However, 

the gift. There are many presents 

you can buy at a value price 

that are still high quality, but 

if your eye is set on something 

expensive, the best thing to think 

about is, 'Is it worth it?' If you 

buy something expensive, you 

might end up regretting it later 

and regret doesn't come with a 

refund. 

It's pretty safe to say that in 

this day and age, the economy 

isn't on its best behavior. There 

are a lot of people looking for 

work and many others who just 

aren't able to earn as much as 

[hey used to. It's sad to think 

about, but it's also another 

spectacular reason why you 

should be targeting those cheap 

gifts. Another option is getting 

into some D.I.Y (Do It Yourself) 

presents that could cost you $0 
or looking around for deals on 

bundles of items. It will keep you 

and your wallet happy. 

While expensive presents 

aren't horrible, if you're going 

to buy one, limit yourself to 

a certain amount so that your 

wallet won't be crying later on. 

You'll also have the added bonus 

of being able to take pride in 

the fact that you did a good job 

bundling items andlor paying 

decent prices for gifts. 

And what about emergencies? 

Yes, there are more important 

things in life than presents 

to spend your money on, but 

most of us still use our money 

on presents out of the kindness 

of our hearts. When Christmas 

comes around, the majority of us 

will do it anyway. Isn't it better to 

get something that's affordable, 

so that later on you can have 

money left over for important 

matters? 

What I'm trying to say is this: 

limit yourself through the art of 

cost-efficient gifts because it will . 

benefit you and your wallet. At 

the same time, your loved ones 

will be satisfied with good gifts 

for [he holidays. What's not to 

like? 
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want to be · 

??? • • • 
sign up for 

THE CURRENT 
thecurrent -on I ine.com/a bout-us/em ployment 

The Current is now hiring for the 2014 Spring semester. Contact 

us at thecurrentjobs@umsl.edu or 314.516.5174 for details. 

Staff Sergeant 
MAVRA CORRARO 

Have something to say about the 
campus, The Current, or topics 

relevant to students at UMSL? Write · 
a letter to the editor: 

thecurrent@umsl.edu 

H

The£ clliric ~ 
for 

Womenud. 

1602 21 st Street 
Granite City, Illinois 

10 minutes from St. Louis 

www.hopedinic.com 

itnes Have 
Changed ... 
For the Better! 

You have choices about pregnancy 
now or later. And you have Hope 

for Women - close by in Illinois. 

If you ever have a need ... Hope Clinic's 

compassionate professionals are here 

to understand your needs and discuss 
your choices. Spanish-speaking 

staff available. 

We're here for you.! 


	December 2, 2013 p1
	December 2, 2013 p2
	December 2, 2013 p3
	December 2, 2013 p4
	December 2, 2013 p5
	December 2, 2013 p6
	December 2, 2013 p7
	December 2, 2013 p8

